By Amber Harrell,
Preston Hollow Resident

making a difference
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Carlyn Ray has an incredible gift. She
is a magnificent artist with amazing
vision and unsurpassed talent. Carlyn
also has a passion for helping others,
especially those considered at-risk.
Since she was 9 years old, Carlyn
wanted to be a glass blower. Not exactly
what most parents expect to hear from
their children when they talk about
what they want to be when they grow
up. Firefighter, teacher, doctor, nurse…
you get it. We have all been there. To
say that Carlyn had a vision for herself
is an understatement. Carlyn shares
that her dyslexia and learning differences are all factors in her success today.
Her parents took her to the Dallas
Museum of Art when she was 14 to
see the Dale Chihuly exhibit. It was
when he signed her book that she told
him she aspired to be a glass blower.
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Dale invited Carlyn to his school,
Pilchuk Glass School, and Carlyn took
him up on his personal invitation.
Many years later and after training and
building skills, Carlyn had the opportunity to learn from Chihuly. “Studying under Dale Chihuly was one of
the most rewarding times in my life,”
Carlyn said. “I learned how he ran his
studio, and I learned more about the
business side of art.” Understanding
the dynamics and details of what goes
into creating and completing a project
was a valuable lesson for Carlyn.
After working with Dale, Carlyn
received an opportunity to work at the
Corning Museum of Glass, while sailing around the world on a cruise ship
and conducting both educational and
entertaining shows for the guests while
continuing to build her craft. During her
breaks between cruises, she would take
time to complete her own art projects.
In June 2013, Carlyn started her own
shop here in Dallas. Carlyn Ray Designs
facilitates the Art Reaching Out (ARO)
program in Dallas. ARO is a multi-dis-

ciplinary initiative that
seeks to involve students
in the creation of art
pieces for public display
using a STEAM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Art and Math) based
approach. ARO seeks to
broaden the social and
educational horizons of
at-risk children while exposing them to real world
vocational opportunities.
ARO is focused on female and at-risk student
groups and features various layers of community involvement. ARO
programs lead students
through STEAM-based
hands-on learning
exercises and apply
these lessons in reallife creative working
environments to make
public and large-scale
installations. These
students are exposed
to real-world trades,
where they have the
opportunity to learn and
experience the different
roles required to create
large-scale installations.
It’s Carlyn’s vision and
passion for helping and
teaching others that
inspire so many. Her
recent involvement in
the Irma Rangel STEAM
camp was a rewarding
and successful experience. “The best success
story of this camp is
the students learning science through a
completely different
mode of instruction,”
Carlyn said. Lisa Curry,
the principal at the Irma
Lerma Rangel Young

Women’s Leadership
School wrote to Carlyn,
“Thanks so much again
for the amazing experience which our students
were able to participate
in at the ARO STEAM
camp. You definitely
captured the essence
of what was set out to
happen. In addition, one
of the best reactions I
heard from the students
was, “This was the best
camp ever!”
Carlyn feels blessed to be
able to impact so many.
“It is my pleasure to
open my studio to the
public, to share with
others the creative process,” she said. “At my
current studio, Carlyn
Ray Designs, I assemble
my weavings in the front

room, which is also the gallery space.
We have a bleacher set up for anyone
to come in and watch us at work. We
do public shows the first Friday and
second Saturday of every month.
Each show, we encourage people to
bring their kids from 5-6 when we do
shorter shows and cater the narration to kids. During the “kid show,”
we focus on making turtles, fish and
smaller pieces and let the kids choose
the colors. Then from 6-9, we make
more elaborate pieces and go into
more detail of the process.”
Carlyn Ray Designs also offers onetime or group classes. “What I like to
say is glass is beautiful and anything
can be a paperweight,” Carlyn said. “But
through my great team here, you will be
able to make something beautiful.”
Carlyn Ray Designs
1820 Irving Blvd.
Dallas, TX 75207
www.carlynraydesigns.com
214-519-1368
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